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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 

« If your doctrine Le true, why do you preach 2” 

The writer of this article believes what God at 
sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in times pas! 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 
unto us by his Son, to be collectively and immutably 
true. It is a truth upon which he delights to dwell, 
and from which he derives much mental satisfaction 
and solid consolation. Being confident that it is of 
the first importance that the mind of man should be- 
come acquainted with this sublime doctrine, in as 
much as it is the only foundation for present and ev- 
erlasting peace ; he is frequently engaged in pre- 
senting the clearest evidences of its truth, before 
those who are yet strangers to this covenant promise 
and everlasting mercy ; and after labouring with 
them in love, and with an ardent desire that they 
might believe and enter into this fold of heavenly 
rest, has received no surer indicatives of conversion 
than is expressed in this inconsistent interrogation :— 
If your doctrine (Universalism, ) be true, why do you 
preach? To this I answer in the language of the 
divine Son of God-—** My doctrine is not mine but his 
that sent me.’”? We do not profess to be the authors 
ofthis doctrine—It is what God hath, in everlasting 
love, made known to us as the mystery of his immu- 
table will. Our blest Redeemer did not so much as 
claim the honour of originating this glorious doctrine, 
but gives God the glorv, by referring his spiritual 
and political enemies to Him as the origin of the en- 
npturing truths to which he bore witness. ‘* My 
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. God is 
not man that he should lie.” Is it not then evident 
that God’s word or doctrine is true ? This my oppo- 
nents wil not pretend to deny. Now what is true 
in God, was true from past eternity, and must remain 
unalterable when the universe of spheres shall rush 
together in wild confusion, and all natuyg convulsive 
sink to endless death upon eternity’s timeless bosom ! 
Permit me in return, to ask those for whose benefit 
lam writing, why God should send forth his servants 





the prophets, in times past, to declare this doctrine |. 


to the fathers ? If what he sent to proclaim were a 
truth, what good could result from its manifestation— 
Was it not most purile 2 Yea, more ; if God’s word 
be true, why did he send forth from his celestial 
abode, yea, from his parental bosom, his well belov- 
ed and only begotten Son, to suffer the mockeries, 
scofis and insults of an ungodly world ? To render 
his poverty so extreme that he had not where to lay 
his head—Loaded with the curses and reproaches of 
wnmerciful and unpitying men?! Why did the Al- 





mighty, if his doctrine were true, send forth his Son 
to preach it, and thus subject him to such excruciat- 
ing sufferings! Heard you not his groans at the 
grave of rus—Saw you not the great drops of 
blood falling from his aching temples, in the garden 
of Gethsemane? Let imagination rear the fatal 
cross—exhibit to your minds the last agonies of your 
Saviour ! See him extended, his hands and his feet 
fastened with unfeeling steel ! See the crimso”: flood 
issuing from his wounded side ! Hear him saying in 
words big with agony—*“I thirst !”? Behold him, in 
holy submission, bowing his head, and see him ex- 
pire ! and then tell me what was the use of all this 
poverty and suffering, if God’s word were true ? 

If you say that Christ died to make: this doctrine 
true, you deny your premises and undeify God | Do 
you say that this truth or doctrine does not embrace 
the final salvation of all men, you give mie the privi- 
lege to undeceive you. The testimony of his proph- 
ets, Peter sums up in the following expressive sen- 
tence—A “restitution of all things which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began.””—And Christ testified, saying, 
‘and I, if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me.” ‘Thus you see that your fort is tak- 
en. Why then did Christ suffer if this doctrine be 
true ? Answer ; to make it true to the world, or to 
convince the world of its truth. ‘To this end he 
wrought miracles ; healed all manner of diseases and 
raised the dead, “ that ye (or the world,) might be- 
lieve.” He came to bear witness to the truth. 

Why do you preach ? Answer ; “we preach not 
ourselves but Jesus Christ, who was crowned with 
glory and honour, that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man.” We preach to redeem 
men from error arid acquaint them with the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. We preach to make all men 
see, feel and love this truth. My motive in preach- 
ing is clearly expressed by the great apostle of the 
Gentiles, and through him, I can humbly say—“ Un- 
to me who am less than the least of all saints is this 
grace given, that Ishould preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men 
see what is the fellowship ofthe mystery which hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ.”” We believe the doctrine ourselves, and our 
motive in preaching is to make all men see and be- 
lieve it. J. H. BY * *** 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 


Mr. EpzrTur, 

You have thought proper to propose me the fol- 
lowing question :—*“ Does Mr. Bazrour’s Inquiry 
profess to refute the doctrine of endless misery, ex- 
cept so far as it is predicated upon the words Sheol, 
Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna 2° 

1 have not said that it does. And does this render" 
my reinarks ‘* unimportant ?? My remarks were de- 
signed to show that Mr. B’s supposed new ground, 





which had escaped the notice of all principal Uni_ 
versalist writers before him, is mere assumption, and 
imaginary ; and therefore the great object of his 
work is lost. My object in making those remarks, 
was to set the subject, as I considered, in its true 
light, and correct an erroneous impression, which I 
know to be on many people’s minds, that Mr. B’s 
Inquiry is a complete refutation of the doctrine of 
endless misery. He does certainly represent, in the 
very out-set of his work, that he considers the very 
foundation of the controversy concerning endless 
misery, to rest on the signification of the word hell, 
or its corresponding original terms. ‘This ground 1! 
consider as assumed, and what this writer elsewhere 
calls “a man of straw,” brought forward for the pur 
pose of being picked to pieces. I have made state- 
ments to support this ; and, if J am incorrect, I can 
easily be put right. I wish the matter to appear as 
it really is, and if this be the result, it is immaterial 
to me if my remarks are considered unimportant.” 
Iam, very respectfully, yours, J. W. 

Errata.—On page 89, first column,. 2d line, for 
proceeded read procured—26th line, for defend reac 
defeat. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


SHORT SERMONS—No. 6. 

“The goodness of God leadeth to repentance.” 
Rom. ii. 4. 

The snbject of our text is vastly important. It is 
a subject, however, which is but little understood. 
The believers in endless torments generally pass 
this by in perfect silence ; nay, they frequently ad- 
vance positions subversive of the sentiment of the 
text. They represent the vindictive vengeance of 
God as the leading motive to obedience. Deny the 
eternity of punishment, and, in their opinion, you 
sap the foundation of the christian system. But to 
such persons it is only necessary to say, the goodness 
of God leadeth to repentance, But if this text is too 
much overlooked on the one hand it is too much re- 
lied upon on the other ; or rather its meaning is fre- 
quently misunderstood. Some who embrace our 
liberal views make great use of this passage, and I 
think give it a meaning different from what was de- 
signed by the apostle. I do not allude to our text 
in relation to its connexion, but with reference to 
the gospel at large. When we say that a sense of 
fear is necessary to morality, we are told that ¢he 
goodness of God leadeth to repentance. Now this text 
must include the whole motive to repentance, or it 
must not. If it does, then it has no bearing in the 
case. For the goodness of God may lead to repent- 
ance, and his chastisements too. But if our text in- 
cludes the whole motive, then Iet us inquire what 
the goodness of God is? All the dispensations of 
rewards and punishments are dictated by divine 
goodness. ‘To deny this is to give up the goodness 
of God. His goodness then is displayed in punish. 
ing the wicked as well as in rewarding the nght- 
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eous. This then is the goodness of God which lead=} 


eth to repentance ; this also is the terror of the 
Lord, by which we are to persuade men. “ Whoso 
veadeth let him understand.” Cc. A. 


POR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
INTERPRETATOR.—No. 1. 

“ Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is 
not bread? And your labor for that which satisfieth 
not 2”—-[saiah lv. 2. 

From this declaration of the prophet, it appears 
that there were some in his day, who spent their 
money for that which was not bread, and their labor 
fur that which satisfied not: And when we look 
abroad into the christian world, appearances and the 
honest confession of the votaries of modern theolo- 
gy, compel us to believe that there are many whose 
practice is not unlike those alluded to by the proph- 
et. There are thousands who give their money, 
and who spend their labor in support of the strange- 
ly popular system, that Almighty God from before 
all worlds, elected without any foresight of faith. or 
good works, a portion of mankind to eternal life, 
while the remainder he was pleased to pass by, and 
reprobate to the quenchless flames of an eternal hell ! 
But does this sentiment satisfy those who spend their 
money and labor in support of it? No, it does not. 
This system leaves its votaries in perpetual doubt, 
not only in relation to others, but also in relation to 
themselves. Ask those who believe in this senti- 
ment, if they feel sure that they belong to the elec- 
ted number, and they will answer in the negative. 

Their system presents them with no cheering 
promise which gives them an assurance of endless 
happiness. They feel no certitude that themselves 
are not destined to people the sulphurous lake, and 
through the ceasless ages of eternity to be the vic- 
tims of infinite ire, and the sport of demons. To 
such we would say in the language of inspiration, 
** Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is 
not bread, and your labor for that which satisfieth 
not.” You canas easily quench your thirst by drink- 
ing liquid fire, as you can satzsfy your gouls by exer- 
cising fuith in such a doctrine. 

But could all who are elected to salvation, have an 
assurance of their election, yet would a knowledge 
of this fact alone satisfy them ’ Why not, says the 
objector ; if the elect are assured that it shall be 
well with them, I should suppose that they ought to 
be satisfied. O my friends, Almighty God never in- 
tended that we should be perfectly satisfied and hap- 
py, while there remained a single individual in mis- 
ery ; much less those who are connected with us, 
by some near and endearing affinity. These elect 
have fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, brothers, 
sisters, sons, daughters and friends, who in all prob- 
ability are as the non-elect, and who according to 
their system must suffer endlesstorment. We would 
ask those who fancy themselves elected, to look on 
their venerable fathers, who have toiled days, weeks, 
months, yea, years for their good, who have watch- 
ed with a vigilant eye for their safety, and for the 
preservation of their reputation, if that doctrine 
which consigns these dear parents to hopeless de- 
spair, satisfies them ? and if they consider candidly 
they will say that it does not. If they are not lost 
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to all feelings of humanity, compassion and mer 
if every sympathy has not become extinct, if very 


fincr feeling of the soul has not forsaken them, they 


will not, they cannot answer otherwise. Again, -we 
woukl ask those who profess faith in the sentiment 
we are considering, to look at their affectionate 
‘mothers, on whose gentle bosoms they have so of- 
ten reclined their infant heads, antt to permit the 
ten thousand offices of kindness they have received 
from their willing hands, to pass before them in the 
animated visions ef remembrance : An& we would 
then ask them, if that sentiment which sentences 
those kind mothers to perpetual darkness and, mise- 
ry, satisfies them ? No, we are persuaded it does not. 
It must be to them like a gnawing worm and a _per- 
petual fire. Again— 

Can you who are husbands, contemplate the 
companiens of your bosoms, with whom ye have 
long lived in the habits of the most perfect friend- 
ship, who have ever sought your true happiness, and 
divided with you the cares of life, and for whom you 
have felt a love stronger than death glow in your 
bosoms, and say that you feel satisfied with that doc- 
trine which excludes from the society of the blest, 
the joy of your hearts, and the delight of your eyes ? 
Or can you who are consorts, look upon those you 
call by the endearing appellation of husband, whom 
you recognise as your earthly friends and protectois, 
the fathers of your children, the objects of your love 
and fondest affection, and feel satisfied with that sen- 
timent wffich teaches an eternal separation? No, 
you cannot. Again— 

Can you who are parents, feel satisfied with a sys- 
tem of doctrine, which, though it may embrace your 
own happiness, which destines your children, the 
dear pledges of your love and consecrated affections, 
to interminable woe ? It is impossible. That parent’s 
heart must be frigid indeed, that would be sa‘isfied 
with the misery ofits own likeness. Is he a christian 
that can rejoice at the extreme suffering of a near 
relative ? No he is not. Then he must be an infidel 
or a savage ; Nay, more; a demon incarnate ! No 
parent upon earth, but a mad-man, in whose breast 


the glow of paternal kindness had become entirely ; 


extinct, could ever feel satisfied with the misery o7 
his own offspring. Again— 

We would ask those who trust that they are the 
elect of God, to look at the affectionate brother and 
sister, with whom they have spent days, weeks, 
months and years, in sportive innocence ; whom 
they love with a tenderness and fondness which baf- 
fies description, for whom they would risk their ives, 
and even shed their blood ; to look at the friend 
their heart holds most dear ; at their social circle, 
and say if that doctrine which teaches, that these 
were doomed from all eternity to ceaseless misery is 
capable of satisfying them ? It is impossible. 

We will now allow the elect to entertain no doubt 
with regard to the certainty of their own election, 
and the election of all their friends and relatives, yet 
would a knowledge of all this satisfy them? We 
presume not ; for heaven has implanted in the breast 
of man, a heart, as it were, wider than himself. His 
capacious soul embraces in the arms of affection and 
love— ~ 








iend, parent, neighbour, first, 

js country next, and next all hetman race ; 
Wide, and more wide, the overflowings of the mind, 
Take every creature in of every kind, 
Farth smiles around, with boundless be:inty blest, 
And heaven beholds its image in his. breast.” 

So that he could never be perfectly satisfied and 
happy, if but one soul should be endlessly miserable, 

We wiil now, in as brief a manner as possible, no. 
tice a different system, and will argue as those do 
who believe it, viz—that Deity is not the partial, 
unmerciful being, the former system represents him 
to be, nor from before all worlds elected a part of 
mankind to eternal life, and d d the remainder 
to indescribable suff-ting ; but that he has made all 
mankind capable of inheriting eternal salvation, and 
has rested it on the conditions of their firth and ole 
dience. We will admit this to be true for a moment, 
And I would ask those who profess faith in this sen. 
timent—can, the; idea that your future happiness ; 
four everlasting portion ; your eternal all depends 
upon the correctness of your views; on the con. 
formity of your conduct to the requisitions of Al- 
mighty God, while you pass through this world of 
imperfection, satisfy your minds ? When you survey 
your past lives, and reflect upon the innumerable in- 
stances in which you have departed from the holy 
commandments of heaven, can you feel satisfied in 
saying, I shall soon appear in the presence of the 
great I AM—my God will seach my heart, with his 
eye of flame, which is more penetrating than innu- 
merable suns concentrated to a single point—he will 
judge and reward me according to my works, and [ 
am perfectly satisfied in the belief, that if I have as 
much happiness in eternity as I merit by good works 
in time, I shall be as happy as I wish to be ? Is there 
aman in the universe, in his senses, however pious 
and devout he may be, that will affirm this ? Not one. 
A belief in a sentiment which teaches that Almighty 
God would leave the vast, the efernal interests of the 
soul at such loose cnds, as to rest it on the conduct 





! of fragile man, can never satisfy the reflecting mind. 


No—the soul of man is too precious, and its happi- 
ness is of too much importance, for Deity to make 
its eternal all depend upon such uncertainty. What 
can equal the value of the soul, or the importance of 
its happiness? Could globes of gold, or seas of 
pearl? No. Could the sun be transmuted to the 
richest gem, and every star in the solar system 
changed to spotless diamonds, yet they would bear 
no comparison to the worth of the soul, or the im- 
portance of its happiness. 


. All those who advocate either of the systems, of 


which a cursory view has been taken, I would ad- 
dress in the words of the prophet—* Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that which is not bread ? and 
your labour for that which safisfieth not !! Let net, 
Lentreat you, a love of popularity, of worldly ag- 
grandisement, of fame, of applause, or any other 
consideration, induce you to spend your money for 
that which is. not bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfies you not ; but come ye to the fountain 
of eternal life, which is open for all mankind, ant 
feast your souls, on the richest viands—impartial, 
eternal, love and mercy! Fhen will your peace be 
like a river and your joy like a cloudless mirnig. 
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DISTURBANCE OF PUBLICK- WORSHIP. 

In the Journal, of the 12th instant, we have notic- 
ed a communication under the Provivence head, 
which we think entitled to some remarks, as: well 
for the subject of which it treats, as for the manner 
in which it is treated,-and the reasons there assign- 
ed for the conduct of the youths referred to. 

The author of the communication to which we al- 
lude, uses the signature of * COLUMBUS.” 

We think his capizon, from the sacredness of its 
character, deserves attention. 

« The Lord is in his holy Temple : let all the earth 
keep silence befure him.” 

But from the view which this writer has given of 
the conduct of a numerous class of youthful attend- 
gaits, we are induced to think that the Meeting- 
Houses which he designates, are not the Temples of 
God ; or that his sable.majesty has really taken pos- 
session of the Tempiz, and exercises undisputable 
authority and influence in these sanctuaries ! 

It is, indeed, deeply to be lamented, that beings, 
possessing the faculty of moral intelligence, should 
be guilty of indecent behaviour, in any place where 
people are assembled for the professed purpose of 
publick worship. And it forms a curious problem 
for solution, that they should, for weeks, for months ; 
nay, for a whole year, make their rendezvous at the 
places where the only doctrine (as its professors say) 
is preached, which can have any tendency to check 
the turbulence of human passions, and reduce the 
ferocious nature of unregenerate man to uncondition- 
al submission! For such conduct, as is the subject 
of complaint by “ Columbus,” has not transpired, ei- 
ther in the Universalist, or Unitarian Churches in 
Let them determine, if they can, by 
what strange and unforeseen circumstances, the phi- 
losophical maxim of the Saviour is reversed :—‘* Ei- 
ther make the tree good, and his fruit good ; or else, 
make the tree corrupt, and its fruit corrupt. 
good tree cannot bring forth corrupt fruit, neither 
ean a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
fore, the tree is known by his fruit.’ 

The writer of the communication alluded to, at, 
tributes the conduct of the youth who attend meet- 
ing at the Methodist Chapel, and at Rev. Mr. Wil- 
son’s Meeting-House, to /wo causes ; and these ap- 
pear to us, totally unconnected. 

The one is, the alarming progress of ‘* infidelity,” 
and the other is, ‘* heedless inexperienced youth- 
fulness, maddened by vicious follies.” 

Now observe—these disturbers of religious wor- 
ship are the heedless, inenperienced youth, who are 
under the tutorage of Parents and Guardians, to 
whom Co.umsvus recommends watchfulness over their 
conduct. By this, it is evident that he considers them 
minors. And can Columbus suppose that the heed- 
less, inexperienced BOYS, many of whom are appren- 
tices, are the Infidels of Providence?! Do they re- 
gard Revelation as a fable? Do they reject its in- 
struction from a conviction that itis false ? Let Colem- 
bus look at his own description of this riotous mob— 
“ heedless inexperienced youth,” and he will doubt- 
less discover the impropriety of attributing their very 
censurable conduct to infidelity. That such incon- 
gruous behaviour at places of publick worship, de- 


‘de no doubt ; and that measures ought speedily to 
be adopted, effectually to check the progress of the 
growing evil, all will readily agree. But how shall 
this desirable object be effected? We beg leave 
to submit the following plan, for the consideration of 
cur religious friends of the Societies where these 
evils exist. | 

The first step towards a reformation of these abu- 
ses, we think ought to be taken by the professors of 
religion in these Socicties. Instead of pointing out 
young men who behave indecently, and making their 
conduct the subject of severe animadversion before 
a whole congregation, and frequently calling them 
by name, (and which is sure to exasperate their tem- 
pers,) let the mild persuasions of christian charity 
and meekness be employed : Let the youth be con- 
vinced of the friendship of your hearts, by the gen- 
tleness of your conduct. Let it be constantly kept 
in mind, that every cause will produce an effect like 
itself{—That loud accusations and vociferous exhor- 
tations, are-calculated to excite the risible feelings 
of inexperienced youth and give birth to clamour 
and confusion, Let cool dispassionate appeals be 
made to their reason, instead of placing men in 
menacing attitudes, with authority to exercise coer- 
sive measures to check the progress of these giddy 
youths. Let those who are capable of speaking to 
edification, address the congregation, and let those 
whose addresses are little more than a mere uncon- 
nected jargon, learn to keep silence ; for this is a 
fruitful source of merriment and sport for the youth. 

After thus reforming the fountain head, these tur- 
bulent youths will, in all probability, either quit the 
meetings, or behave with becoming modesty and 
decorum, 

But should this method fail to produce the desired 
effect, then let a few mild, sober, judicious men be 
placed at proper distances among them, and take 
down the names of the most unruly, and on the fol- 
lowing day, go to them, and calmly lay before them 
the impropriety of their behaviour : If they promise 
a reformation, give them to understand that you rely 
upon their word, which will tend to excite in them 
a desire to deserve your confidence : If they are re- 
fractory, appeal to their Parents or Guardains, and 
the instances will be very rare, in which such meas- 
ures will not prove effectual. 

After all, should there bea few cases, ofa character 
so stubborn as to defy the power and influence of 
Parents, Guardains and Friends, let them be presen- 
ted to the civil authority, to be punished after the 
manner prescribed by the wholesome laws of this 
state, and complaints, like that of COLUMBUS, will 
become, “ like angel visits, FEW AND FAR BE- 
TWEEN.” 





SELECTIONS. 








It is not advisable for a prudent man to rely 
upon the friendship and constancy of the great and 
the wealthy. ‘They will respect you while you can 
be useful to them; but they are often weak chan- 
gelings, more inclined to believe what is said to the 
injury than what is told to the advantage of their 
inferiors ; and the person who speaks last gencrally 
has their credit. With most of them, policy and 





iderate..and heedless mind, there can cold prudence overbalance friendship. 





FROM THE (DEDHAM) VILLAGE REGISTER. 


CHRISTMAS EFFUSIONS. 

The late anniversary of our Saviour’s birth, we 
have observed, has been noticed in several of our re- 
ligious newspapers: Some of the effusions it has 
called forth have been read by us with no ordinary 
feelings of disgust. We speak not as the champions 
ofa party. With the religious controversies of the 
day we have nothing todo. We would utter senti- 
ments and feelings, which are founded in nature and 
common s¢nse. We would think and express our- 
selves as men, not as theologians ; as christian, not 
as sectarian.. Some deference, we conceive, is due 
to the understanding and common sentiments of hu- 
manity in matters of religion. We see not why a 
christian should renounce his reason or his senses— 
or throw off a regard to decorum or good taste.— 
Faith, we know, has been sometimes considered 
meritorious in proportion to the absurdity and ex- 
travagance of the proposition believed. But such 
notions, we take jt, are now pretty well exploded. 
The right of private judgment is better understood 
than in former ages. Men at the present day claim 
the privilege, in its fullest extent, of thinking for 
themselves on subjects of religion and morality ; and 
unfortunately for the advocates of creeds, articles of 
churches, and the infallibility of the pope or clergy, 
they will exercise this privilege, with whatever un- 
popular names or epithets they may be loaded by 
the ignorant, the narrow and bigotted. The time 
has gone by when cant, jargon and nonsense will go 
down with the public. : 

These remarks have been suggested by ah article 
on the subject of the “ Incarnation,” which recently 
appeared in a paper called the “ Religious Messen- 
ger,” published in Providence, R. I. We confess 
that we have never met with any thing more shock- 
ing than much of the language, which occurs in this 
article. We were not prepared to hear expressions 
of such disgusting extravagance from any quarter st 
the present day. But we refrain from any reflections, 
and proceed to quote a little of the language alluded 
to, leaving it to others to make their own comments. 
We only ask them to judge of it dispassionately, to 
weigh well its import, and then say how far they 
think it authorized either by common sense, or by 
the language of the Bible. 

“ God, the eternal Creator, it seems, has actually 
inhabited our world !—has resided on this earth, the 
workmanship of his hands, and his very footstool !— 
has conversed with men—and O! horrid the thought § 
has been put to death by them! Let the universe 
shudder !” 

This is truly monstrous. The infinite God placed 
in the condition of a sufferer—the eternal Creator 
put to death by the weak hands of his creatures— 
the Father of the universe slain by frail and sinful 
children of dust—the Preserver of nature betrayed, 
arrested, condemned, subjected to loss of life, and 
conveyed to the tomb.—The idea is too shocking to 
be for a moment entertained. Yet the language 
above — conveys this idea, if it have any mean- 
ing. If it have none, why employ it ? We know not 
what to think of the head and heart of the man, who 
is capable of using such language. But we forbear. 

As further specimens of the cast of thought and 
style exhibited in the article under review, take the 
following passages, which may be regarded as ob- 
jects of curiosity, if the reader ean so far overcome 
his disgust as to bestow a moment’s calm attention 
on them. - 

“The mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
incomprehensible Word, who made ail things, be- 
came flesh and dwelt among men! O! the depth 
of the things of God! Let mortals treat with the 
most profound awe a subject which even angcls de- 
sire to look into! Hence! proud worldly wisdom, 
which dar’st intrude into things too sacred, too 
great for angels to scan. Let man adore the un- 
searchable ways of God; but never should he at- 
tempt to degrade them by levelling them to his 
own capacity.” “The incarnation is good news— 





he ee agen e 


100 


—— ee ne ee 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 


Se gee ee ———_ + 








—— = = 


ge 





And the very damnation which the gospel threatens 
is good news,” 

Such language needs no comment. It is worth 
none. As friends to christianity we are sorry it 
should ever be employed. We are sorry for the 
honor of our common nature. We think christiani- 
ty an assistant of men’s virtue and best interests, 
and therefore wish to see it respected. But it will 
be respected, at least ina refined and intellectual 
age, no further than it is presented in a form which 
is adev;ted to obtain a hold on the understanding.— 
E-ffusions of the kind we have been contemplating 
it is needless to say, are condemned alike by reason 
and correct taste. They are fitted to minister de- 
light only to a diseased imagination and darkened 
intellect. So faras they have any influence rm | 
are decidedly pernicious. They debase the mind, 
intreduce confusion into our ideas of right and 
wrong, and weaken or distemper the moral sensibil- 
ity, and thus instead of lending cffectnal support to 
virtue, tend to its overthrow. 


From Tuk (N. Y.) TELESCOPE. 
MR. COX’S REJECTION OF THE TITLE OF 
D. D. DOCTOR OF DIVINITY. 

Mr. Cox, a Presbyterian minister of this city, has 
had conferred upon him the title of Doctor of Divin- 
ity, by the ‘Trustees of Williams College, Mass. He 
has, with much credit to himself, rejected this prof: 
fered badge of worldly honor, and assigned his rea- 
son in a lengthy communication published in the 
New-York Observer. The following extracts show 
the contempt with which he treats this puerile, 
worthless, and insignificant title. Mr. Beman of 
Troy, not long since rejected it in similar language. 
Messrs. Editors, , 

In your paper, I believe, the paragraph first met 
my eye, that the Trystees of Williams College, Mas- 
sachusetts, had taken with my name the very cus- 
tomary liberty of attaching D. D. to it. Through 
the same “ public organ of report,” I ask the privi- 
lege of announcing, that 1 will not accept of the ap- 

/—My name is my property, and my right 
to regulate it in the premises will not be questioned. 

For my own I have ever and increasingly 
viewed the whole system, especially in the pure 
light of heaven, as a fabric of theological foppery 
and dotage and disparagement, that does real harm, 
but no imaginable good ; unless it be good to help 
pride, envy, and worldly magnificence into the pla- 
ces of consecrated affinity and hallowed relation. It 
seems “a spot upon a vestal’s robe, the worse for 
what it stains.” It ought to be put down, because 
it is too wretched to grace elevation, and too light to 
fall by its own weight. Down it must go, if the 
church will but look at it, for it cannot bear inspec- 
tion. Like other “‘tares,” it grows while ‘‘men 
sleep.” It is high time—rue spirit OF THE AGE DE- 
MANDS IT—that this mania of graduating should it- 
self be graduated, and that without favour, in the en- 
lightened estimation of the public. 

To men, degrees, titles, epaulettes, the bawbles of 
distinction, can add nothing. Pageantry, not real 
worth, requires nicknames and bolstering. The 
purely academick and literary or professional de- 
grees, such as A. B. or A. M. or M. .D. or L. L. D. 
and such as merely indicate office or station, and 
which Colleges do not confer, such as V. B. M. or 
S. T. P. are out of the argument, and “against such 
there is nolaw.” If doctorates in divinity meant any 
thing, they would sometimes be libel : there 
are those, it is too notorious, who need a great deal 
more than collegial or colloquial doctoration, to im- 
part to them intellectual, or literary, or theological, 
or—lI blush to write it—even tability ; 
and whose doctoration, while it is the acrimonious 
laugh of the million, becomes a solid reason, were 
there none better, to those who prise good compa- 
ny, for abdicating the eminence of being classed 
with them in the associations of the community. 
“Unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united !” 





—— 


1 have not attempted in this paper to detail, or 


even to name, all the reasons, or half of them, whiicly 
have weight with me. I have considered the mat- 
ter, at least very much on both sides, A few main 
reasons I will further mention ; todo more were to 
write an essay or a volume. I believe that the prin- 
ciple of ministerial parity is both evangelical and ve- 
ry important, and that the system in question is very 
inimical to it ; that there is no higher earthly hon- 
our in the relations of life; than that ofa minister of 
Jesus Christ, who loves his master, understands the 
truth, and magnifies his office ; and consequently, 1 
dislike a system that so evidently and popularly im- 
plies something unintelligibly more, and arrays one 
ministerial brother ir an adventitious superiority over 
his peers ; and that it is anomalous for a secular and 
literary institution, without any faculty of theology, 
to come into the church universal of Jesus Christ, 
and divers:fy his officers, and confer permanent de- 
grees of official honour, which neither deposition nor 
excommunication, should they succeed, have power 
to annul ; and all this where He hath said, be not ye 
called Ranwt; for one is master, even Christ ; 
and all yz ane BreTuREN. It is alsoa grand reason 
that I think ita “scarlet” relic of the papacy, and 
one that demands retrenchment ;- but, FAR GREAT- | 
EST REASON i8, that et is earthy, and at variance with | 
the spirit, if not with the very letter of the Gospel. 
The passage in Matthew xxiii. 5—12. appears inca- 
pable of a fair solution in coincidence with the inno- 
cency of doctoral honours in the church. 

To conclude : I believe that the usefulness, the 
moral worth, the genuine respectability of the sa- 
cred profession, and of course the honour of our 
common taster, require the abjuration of Doctor- 
ates. I hope to be excused for this Jong communi- 
cation, and hereafter to be known and accosted, by 
all who intend me no indignity, according to the 
name my father gave me, which I pray that the 
grace of God may enable me never to dishonor. 

hinds SAMUEL H. COX, 
astor 0, ight-Street terian 
Ch Naw York 
Nov. 16, 1825. 


FROM THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
HYMN. 
Sinners, will you scorn the message, 
Sent in mercy from above ? 
Every sentence—O how tender ! 
Every line is full of love ; 
Listen to it— 
Every line is full of love. 


Hear the heralds of the Gospel, 
News from Zion’s king proclaim, 
To each rebel sinner—*“ Pardon, 
“ Free forgiveness in his name.” 
How important ! 
Free forgiveness in his name ! 


Tempted souls, they bring you succor ; 
Fearful hearts, they quell your fears ; 
And with news of consolation, 
Chase away the falling tears. 
Tender heralds— 
Chase away the falling tears. 


False professors, grovelling worldlings, 
Callous hearers of the word, 

While the messengers address you, 
Take the warnings they afford ; 

‘We entreat you, 
Take the warnings they afford. 


Who hath our report believed ? 
Who receiy’d the joyful word ? 





© “Who embe’d the news of pardch, 
 Offer’d to you by the Lord. 

Can you slight it— 
Offer’d to you by the Lord! 


O, ye angels, hovering round us, 
Waiting spirits, speed your way, 

Hasten to the court of heaven, 
Tidings bear without delay : 

Rebel sinners i 
Glad thé message will obey. 


eae 


ALLEN. 


Rev. William Morse, late Pastor of the Second 
Universalist Society in Philadelphia, having received 
art unanimous invitation from the Society of Univer. 
salists in Nantucket, bas accepted of the same, and 
enteted upon his pastoral duties. 


*,* With all due respect to the feelings and talents 
of our correspondent, J. W. we beg leave to suggest, 
that it would be settling all difficulty with the Editor, 
if J. W. would point to the passage in Mr. Balfour's 
writings, which “represents the foundation of the 
controversy concerning endless misery, to rest on 
the signification of the word hell, or its correspond- 
ing original terms.” Let this be done, and we leave 
Mr. Balfour to defend a statement which has never 
been advanced by any other Universalist writer. 
Until our correspondent does this, we must abide 
by the opinion, that our former remarks were just. 

Ed. 
— 


MARRIED, 

In this town, on Wednesday evening week, by Rev. 
Dr. Gano, Rev. James D. Knowles, of Boston, to Miss 
Susan Eliza Langley, daughter of Mr. Joshua H. 
Langley, of this town, " 

On Tuesday evening week, by Rev. Mr. Brown, 
Major John G. Carver to Miss Susan Brown, all of this 
town. ; 

On the 12th instant, by Rev. Mr. Webb, Mr. Thom-: 
as W. Warner, to Miss Maria Willey, all of this town. 

On the 12th instant, by Rev. Dr. Gano, Mr. Elijah 
Thayer, of Medfield, Mass. to Miss Mary Hemingway, 


of this town. 


On the Ist instant, by Rev. Dr. Gano, Captain 
James M. Hathaway, Freetown, Mass. to Miss 
Sally Hathaway, of this town. 

In Stafford, Ct. by Rev. Jasiel P. Fuller, Mr. Her- 
vey Waters, to Miss Leonora Johnson.—Mr. Mahlon 
Bockwell, to Miss Minerva Hyde, all of Stafford. 





DIED, 
In this town, on Wednesday evening week, Mary 
Ann Borden, infant daughter of Mr. Salma Manton. 
On Friday evening last, James, only son of James 
B. Parker, about 2 years. 
On 8a y morning last, Mr. Thomas R. Greene 
in the 77th year of his age. ‘ 


Ancient Universalism, as taught by Christ and his 


Just received and for sale by 8S. W. WHEELER, 
1103, Westminster-Street—A Pamphlet with the 
above title, being in reply to a Pamphiet entitled 
** Modern Universalism,” by dam ie, A. M. 
Rector of St. James Church, Wilmington, N. C.— 
By Abner Kneelond, Pastor of the Second Society of 
United Christian Friends, New-York. 


JOB PRINTING 
OF Neatly executed at this Office, at short notice, 
and on fayourable terms. . Justices’ Blanks for sale. 
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